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VERY SHORT losses by experiehced 
tournament contenders are relatively 
rare, but they do happen. When they 
do a myriad of explanations sis in­ 
variably forwarded - from bad luck 
to illness, crass stupidity, drugs, pre­ 
destination, a broken heart or any 
combination of the.above. 

Whatever the excuse, it is sure that 
many ordinary. players gain a mod­ 
icum of comfort and hope when they 
see that the masters are also capable 
of falling on sharp pawns. With this 
in mind, here are three examples from 
recent tournaments of the sort of 
mini-miniature that can happen. 
This first one, played in the grand­ 

;I master group at Wijk · aan Zee this 
' year, is between Robert Hubner - · 

ranked eighth in the world - and 
former world champion Mikhail Tai. 

Rl.JY LOPEZ 
R.HUBNER 
(West Germany) 
1. e4 
2. Nf3 
3. BbS 
4. BXe6 
5. 0-0 
6. d4 
7. dXeS 
8. RXd1 
9. Rd3 

10, Nbd2 
11. Ne4 
12. Nexes 

M. TAL 
(USSR) 
es 
Ne& 
a6 
dXe6 
f6 
Bg4 
QXd1 
fXeS 
Bd6 
Nf6 
0-0 
BhS 
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Now Hubner continued with the 
gross blunder ... 
13. 8f4?? BXf3 
14. Resigns 

. White loses a piece: 14.NXJJ BX/4 
or 14.RX/3 ( 14.gX/3 Nh5) Nh5 
15.BgJ NXgJ followed by 16 ... BXe5. 
The fact that · Ta/'s bishop had re­ 
treated to h5 the move before 111ay have 
caused Hubner to forget the possibility 
ofJJ ... BX/3. '- 

. This entertairung next encounter 
'looks to have come straight out of the 
romantic era. It actually took place at 
Ramsgate last year. 

. SCOTCH FOJJR KNIGHTS 
R. KENWORTHY 
(England) 
1. e4 
2. Ne3 
3. Nf3 
4. d4 
5. NdSI? 

trappy new ideas. 
5. 
6. Bc4 
1. NXd4I? 

P. VAN DER STERflEN 
(Holland) 
e5 
Nf6 
Ne& 
eXd4 

An extremely ~are line nowadays, 
but· Kenworthy seems to have a few 

NXe4 
Be7 

13. Kf1 Res 
van der STERREN; 

KENWORTHY 

14. Re1I Resigns 
On 14 ... RXg5 15.QXg5! White 

back-rank mates with 16.Re8. The only 
chance was 14 ... RXel ch 15.KXel Q/8 
(15 ... Qe8 ch 16.Nel ch Kh8 17.BXjl, 
or if 16 ... Kj8 17.NXcl Qd8 18.Ng6ch) 
but then comes 16.N/6 ch! gXf6 
I 7.BXf6 and Black has. only a few 
random checks to postpone mate. 

Previously only 7.0-0 0-0 8.Rel N/6 
had been considered by theory. 
7. . . . 0-0 
8. NbS 
Another surpr1S1ng knight move. 

Black could now try 8 ... Bd6 or per­ 
haps 8 ... Bc5 with unclear complications, 
but van der Sterren thought -hed spotted 
a combination. 
8. 
9. e3· 

This final game features a delightful . 
smothered mate from the New Zea­ 
land Premier Reserve championships, 
Auckland 1981 /82. 

BISHOP'S OPENING 
M. FREEMAN S. HART . 
(Christcurch) (Auckland) 
1. e4 e5 
2. Bc4 Bes 
3. Nf3 d8 
4. c3 Nf6 
5. d3 0-0 
6. 0-0 Bg4? 
The trouble is that Black cannot 

maintain this pin on the knight. 
7. h3 Bh5 
8. Nbd2 Nbd7 

· 9. Re1 c8. 
10. Nf1 h6 
11. Ng3 Bg6 
12. Bb3 Rea 
13. Nh4 NXe4 

After JJ ... Bh? I4.Nhf5 White would 
have a strong, attack. With the text 
move 'Black attempts to exploit the 
loose knight on h4 ( 14.dXe4 QXh4 ). 
14. NXg6 . NXf2 

On 14 ... NXgJ_J5.d4 or 14 ... BX/2 ch 
15.Kjl! White wins a piece. 
15. Qf3I NXd3 dis ch 
16. Kh2 NXe1 
17. BXf7 ch . Kh7 
18. Qf5 Nf6 

18 ... Qf6 fails to 19.NJ8 double check 
and 20.Qhl mate. 
19. Nf8 dble ch Kh8 

HART 

So that 
ll ... QXc4. 
10. QhSI · 
11. cXb4 
12. BgSI 

Bb4ch 
NXf2 si 

if 10.KX/2 · Qh4 · ch and 

NXh1 
IIIXb4I 
Re8eh 
/. 

FREEMAN 

20. Qh7 chi NXh7 
21. Ng& matel 

MURRAY CHANDLER 

" 
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